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Entering upon operations implies, therefore, to the
Emperor's mind: making for the enemy, with an
advance guard and a main body capable: The one
(namely, the main body) of carrying out a manoeuvre
at the last hour, set up according to circumstances:
The other (namely, the advance guard) of guaranteeing
sure action, that is, of supplying positive information
and certainty as a base for the contemplated manoeuvre;
security^ so that the manoeuvre may be prepared and
carried out without danger.

We shall find this notion of security, thus understood,
to be present in all the actions of war undertaken by
Napoleon (1805, 1806, 1809, 1812), and each time with
dispositions varying according to the moment and the
operation undertaken; always, however, leading to a
certain combination of time, space and forces.

The notion of strategical security was completely
ignored by the German armies of 1870, and the result
of that fault in conducting the war was that they often
found themselves in a particularly critical situation*
Nothing but the immobility, the complete passiveness
of the French made it possible for them to come out of
such situations without a disaster.

Strategical security was, however, known and put in

Eractice by the Germans of 1813 and 1814.   Taught
y the severe lessons received from the Emperor, they
had grasped its importance.   They scoffed at those
French generals who misappreciated its import.   Thus
Clausewitz wrote:

*6 Have we not seen, in spite of the method adopted
by the Emperor Napoleon, French corps of 60,000 or
70,000 men march, under Marshal Macdonald into
Silesia and under Marshals Oudinot and Ney into the
Mark, without an advance guard being so much as
mentioned 1"

He was alluding to the French defeats of the Katzbach,
of Donnewitz, of Gross-Beeren.

I. A TYPICAL DISPOSITION ENSURING STRATEGICAL
SECURITY

The beginnings of the campaign of 1815 show clearly
how the army of the Lower Rhine comprehended the